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The 73rd Annual WSSRA Convention was held via Zoom on June 30, 2020 
(The in-person event could not be held due to public health concerns caused by coronavirus.)
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A message from the president

WSSRA At Work For You

by Bob Duke, president

With Challenges, Come 
Opportunities

President Robert Duke 
253-677-4641

rwd98498@aol.com

President-Elect

360-939-0833
bnpboyer@msn.com

Immediate Past President
Pam Francis

509-869-0934
pamkf4491@gmail.com

 Eileen Wascisin
360-733-4067     

ejmw@comcast.net

Treasurer Jim Hall
425-822-3227      

NW 1   
425-280-4252

k2sealites@comcast.net

NW 2  
253-838-4827

dbunger@seanet.com

SW 3  Jean Kinnaman
253-858-3426

jekinnaman@outlook.com

SW 4  Ronald Crawford
360-236-9305

ronaldwcrawford1@
comcast.net

E 5  
509-674-9352

larry.scholl43@gmail.com

E 6
509-670-6102

beverlyjag@gmail.com

E 7  Les Francis
509-926-5021

lfrancis@whitworth.edu

E 8
509-758-6970

sah32@cableone.net

Historian
Karen Keller

Parliamentarian
Gene Forrester
Journal Editor

Celia Holman (Unit 11 Lewis County)
Mary Kidrick (Unit 11 Lewis County)
Ruth Parman (Unit 15 Okanogan County),
Ed Monroe (Unit 16 East King), 
Evie Nordeen (Unit 23 Sno-King), 
Ester Wilfong (Unit 27 Pierce County),
Ralph Peterson (Unit 2 Chelan/Douglas).
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WSSRA At Work For You

A message from the executive director

by Alan Burke, Ed.D., executive director

Virtually Adjusting to 
a New NormalLacey, WA 98509

Avenue SE
Lacey, WA 98503

360-413-5496

WSSRA.org

alan@wssra.org

michele@wssra.org

by the Washington State School 

since 1947.

no responsibility for items ap-
pearing over the signature of 

made to check the accuracy of 

reviewed for technical accuracy.

-

promote the general welfare of 
WSSRA members and otherwise 

-

of the bylaws.

 

editor@wssra.org

Upcoming  

for Oct./Nov./Dec. 2020 issue

for Jan./Feb. 2021 issue
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Legislative News

by Peter Diedrick, legislative director

Fighting for our Pensions and 

S t a y 
I n f o r m e d

G e t 
I n v o l v e d  

THE WSSRA POLITICAL FORECAST

THE COVID CRUNCH

YOUR PRIMARY BALLOT IS IN THE MAIL
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A RETIREE CRISIS ON THE HORIZON 

IN CONCLUSION

Do WSSRA members 
give to their 

communities?  
You bet they do!

During the 2019-20 school year, the 
18,000 WSSRA members gave to their 
communities in a big way...

Volunteered over 133,000 hours  

Gave $135,000 in mini-grants to 
educators in our local schools 

Awarded $276,000 in scholar-
ships to high school seniors and 

student teachers

We are an organization that believes in 
public education and community well-
being, and we walk our talk!

Congratulations and thank you to all 
who have generously given their time 
and money to help those in need.  
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For Your Health

Health Services Committee 
Survey Results

by Sam DeRosa and Jim Bumgarner, state health committee 

PURPOSE 

METHOD 

Item Selection

Distribution

Journal
Journal

RESULTS

SUMMARY

Health Survey, continued on page 9

Note:  What follows is a summary and analysis of the 
Health Services Committee survey that was sent to 
members in the winter and spring.  Thanks to all who 
completed the survey, and especially to committee 
members Sam DeRosa and Jim Bumgarner who 
compiled the data and provided the analysis. 

-- Pam Francis, WSSRA President, 2019-20 and 
Alan Burke, Executive Director
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WSSR-PAC News

WSSR PAC:  Is Legislative Activity 
Important to You?

by Edith Ruby, WSSR-PAC vice president and Mary Wallon, WSSR-PAC secretary

Please support 
WSSR-PAC 
by making a 
contribution 

today!

Online: wssr-pac.org

Check Payable to:  WSSR-PAC

Mail to:  WSSR-PAC Treasurer
    c/o Lora Brabant
   125 West 11th Street
   Port Angeles, WA  98362-7709

Journal
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WSSR Foundation:  Students 
Need Your Help!

Supporting Future Educators

Please Print
Donor Name ________________________________________________________________       Phone ____________________________ 

Mailing Address_______________________________________________ City _______________________  St_______  Zip __________

Donation $____________        In Honor $____________        In Memory $____________  

  

Please check box if you would like to receive a receipt for your records.  
The WSSR-Foundation is a 501(c)(3) and donations are tax deductible 
within the limits of the law.

DONATION FORM

PO Box 5127, Lacey, WA  98509

 In Honor        Memorial                $____________ 

Name ___________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________

City _____________________   State ________   Zip __________

 In Honor        Memorial                $__________ 

Name ___________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________ 

City _____________________   State ________   Zip __________

Check $_________   #_________
Cash $__________

by Paula Buck Nichols, WSSR Foundation chair

ONLINE FOUNDATION DONATION   

wssra.org  Foundation link > Donation Form
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Thomas Anderson - donation
Ronald and Patricia Cygan - in memory of Dan 

Peterson, John Doty, Warren Arnhart
Ken and Shirley Elfbrandt - donation
Gail Feagins - in memory of Billie Williams
Karen Keller - in memory of Beth Hanson, Billie 

Williams
Nancy Kleinschmidt - in memory of Beatrice Elder
Louie and Sherry Osmonovich - donation
Nadine Smith - in memory of Laura Mower
Doris Troxel Trust - donation
Chelan/Douglas SRA - in memory of Douglas 

McQuaig, Gerald Jones, J. Doug Burke, Sherman 
Young

Lewis County SRA - in memory of Phyllis Carter, 
Robert Carter, Sally B. Nehring

Pierce County SRA - in memory of Joseph Baldassari, 
Lillian Cady, Melvin Gidley, Renate Bertoia, 
Odessa Simon

Skagit-Isle-San Juan REA - in memory of John Day, 
Vincent Fryer

Southwest King SRA - in memory of Carol McNair, 
Jeanette Sargent

Whatcom County SRA - in memory of Gil Thurston
Yakima County SRA - donation

Health Survey, continued from page 6

CONCLUSION 

THE SURVEY 

UPDATE 
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Tristan Trudell (SW4)
Ilwaco High School
Western Washington University

Emily Guiton (NW2)
Mountainview High School
Doane University

Angelica Steshuk (NW1)
Glacier Peak High School
University of Washington-Bothell

WSSR-Foundation Scholarship

Kianna Miller (SW3)
Sequim High School
Western Washington University

Emily McCoury (E7)
Spokane Voc. Tech. High School
Eastern Washington University

Payton Wyatt (E8)
Kennewick High School
Whitworth University

Olivia Richards (E6)
Okanogan High School
Whitworth University

Kyle Fergus (E5)
Zillah High School
Rocky Mountain College

Abigail Lindberg (NW1)
Eastern Washington University
Elementary Education

Noelle Morrison (NW2)

Masters in Teaching - Secondary 
Social Studies & ES

Halle Walker (SW3)

Elementary Education

Olivia Alvord (SW4)
Saint Martins University
History & Secondary Education

Ellie Gering (E6)

Washington State University

Jamie Lange (E7)
Whitworth Univeristy
Secondary Ed., History/Social Stud.

Kaitlynn Davis (E8)
Washington State University
Secondary Agriculture Educ.

Gene Forrester Memorial Scholarship

Neil D. Prescott Student Teaching/Internship Scholarship

Julianne Dickinson (NW1)

Washington State University

2020 Scholarship Recipients
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Kate Bias (SW4)
Vancouver Sch. of Arts & Academics
University of Washington

Grace Jacobsen (SW4)
Washougal High School
Washington State University

Claire Golding (SW3)
Eatonville High School

Sarah Espinoza-Alfara (SW3)

Andrea Talamantes-Gallegos 
(NW2)
Highline High School
Western Washington University

Megan Low (NW1)
Everett High School
Grand Canyon University

Julia Raffel (NW2)
Eastlake High School

Madeline McKinney (E7)
NW Christian High School
Eastern Washington University

Jeremiah Summer (E7)
Ferris High School
Eastern Washington University

Makaley Specht  (E8)
Connell High School
Brigham Young University - Idaho

Naomi Elyard (E5)

Western Washington University

Stephanie Goble (E6)
Omak High School
Central Washington University

Abbigail Popelier (E6)
Okanogan High School

Javin Morrison (E5)
East Valley High School
Western Washington University

Abryl Mercado  (E8)
Southridge High School
Brigham Young University - Hawaii

2020 Scholarship Recipients

Taryn Genger (NW1)
Ferndale High School
Washington State University

Robert J. Handy Memorial (PEMCO) Scholarship

For more information about scholarships awarded by WSSRA, please visit our 
website at WSSRA.ORG and click on WSSR-Foundation, Scholarships.
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Membership:  Strength In Numbers

by Don Parks, state membership committee chair

Celebrating Membership Building

Contact WSSRA for membership information:  Michele Hunter, michele@wssra.org or 360-413-5496, ext 116

01–Clarkston/Asotin/
Pomeroy
02–Chelan/Douglas
03–Clallam County
04–Columbia Basin
05–Grays Harbor/ 

06–Southwest King
07–Jefferson County
08–Kitsap County
09–Kittitas County
10-Columbia Gorge

11–Lewis County
12–Lower Columbia
14–Mason County
15–Okanogan County
16–East King
18–Pend Oreille

19–Renton-South King
20–Seattle
21–Skagit/Island/San 
Juan
22–Sno-Isle
23–Sno-King

25–Spokane
27–Pierce County
28–Thurston County
29–Benton-Franklin
30–Southwest Wash-
ington

31–Walla Walla-
Columbia
32–Whatcom County
33–Whitman County
34–Yakima County

Do you know a school retiree who should be a member?  Clip this form and ask them to complete and return the form today!

Please Print

(CIRCLE)

(or school district last employed)
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WA Dept. of Retirement Systems (TRS, PRS)
1-800-547-6657           

PEBB and Health Care Authority 
(health insurance)
1-800-200-1004          

SHIBA - Statewide Health Insurance 
            1-800-562-6900     

Social Security Administration (SSA)
1-800-325-0778                         

1-866-227-7457                         
Kim Jo, state president
Doug Shadel, Washington state director 

Senior Citizens’ Lobby   
360-754-0207           
WSSRA Liaison:  Gene Forrester
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WSSRA Convention 2020

73rd Annual Convention and Delegate Assembly 
June 30, 2020 (virtual, via Zoom)

-- Pam Francis, WSSRA president, 2019-20

President’s Award

Cookie Billups
Unit 25 Spokane Area
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Patrick T. Hoban 
Meritorious Award

Stan McNaughton 
Outreach Award

of WSSRA to enhance the lives of community members and has 
improved the quality of life in their community, and in doing 
so has improved the image of WSSRA.  

of WSSRA goals, achieved beyond the norm in the performance 

achieve WSSRA goals. 

2020 McNaughton Outreach Nominees

Arlene Mullins (1), Kriss Crilly (2), Gary Gleason 
(3), Wanda Harrison (4), Robert Fletcher (16), 

Rachel Almeleh (19), Joanne Jones (21), Marilyn 
Richards (25), Connie Rickman (27), Hank Henry 
(28), Sam DeRosa (29), Martin Erickson (30), Jim 

Davison (31), David Simonson (32), 
Linda Lockwood (34)

2020 Hoban Meritorious Nominees

Beverly Brown (3), Wanda Harrison (4), Jean 
Goodrich (16), Karen Jones (19), Roxanne Trees 

(20), Joyce Moon (21), Char Schelling (25), 
Diane Blair (27), Lois Sheppard Gerig (28), 
Tom Callahan (29), Frances Person (30), 

Joan Helm (31), Eileen Wascisin (32), 
Norma Haney (34)

JoAnn Lewis and Sharon Salley
Unit 2 Chelan/Douglas

Patricia MacGowan
Unit 20 Seattle

WSSRA Convention 2020
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Unit Spotlight

Unit 2 Chelan/Douglas Helps Connect  
Students During Closures

by Susan Kane and Marie Buckner, Unit 2 Chelan/Douglas
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Gilbert Thurston
WSRTA President, 1991-92

Remembering

Scams, Scams, and 
More Scams

 
Receive updates and information 

from WSSRA, go to...

WSSRA.
(scroll to bottom of main page) 
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WSSRA Around The State

What’s happening in...

NORTHWEST-1

Unit 21 Skagit/Island/San 
Juan: 

Alan Burke

Unit 22  Sno-Isle:

Unit 23 Sno-King:

Jim 
Siscel

Evelyn Nordeen

 

NW-1 

3 
SW-3 

11 

28 
27 

SW-3 

   SW-4 

6   16   19   20 

5 

 

NW-2 
14 

22     23 

      15   
E-6 

12 

           

           

 

32 

21 

7 

E-5 

30 
1   Clarkston/Asotin/Pomeroy (E-8) 12  Lower Columbia (SW-4) 25  Spokane Area (E-7) 
2   Chelan-Douglas (E-6) 14  Mason (SW-3) 27  Pierce (SW-3) 
3   Clallam (SW-3) 15  Okanogan (E-6) 28  Thurston (SW-4) 
4   Columbia Basin (E-6) 16  East King (NW-2) 29  Benton-Franklin (E-8) 
5   Grays Harbor-Pacific (SW-4) 18  Pend Oreille (E-7) 30  Southwest Washington (SW-4) 
6   SW King (NW-2) 19  Renton-South King (NW-2) 31  Walla Walla-Columbia (E-8) 
7   Jefferson (SW-3) 20  Seattle (NW-2) 32  Whatcom (NW-1) 
8   Kitsap (SW-3) 21  Skagit/Island/San Juan (NW-1)  33  Whitman (E-7) 
9   Kittitas (E-5) 
10 Columbia Gorge (E-5) 

22  Sno-Isle (NW-1) 
23 Sno-King (NW-1) 

34  Yakima (E-5) 

11 Lewis (SW-4)   

         34                 

                    

9 

2 

      4 

  29    31 

18 

25 

   E-8 

E-7 

1 

33 

8 

Washington State School Retirees’ Association 
Coordinating Councils and Local Units 

10 10 
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WSSRA Around The State

Unit 32 Whatcom County:

NORTHWEST-2

Unit 20 Seattle:

Patricia MacGowan

Patricia MacGowan

Pat Cygan 

Doris 
Bucher, Bill Marvin,
Beverly Jagla

SOUTHWEST-3
Unit 3 Clallam Co.:

Unit 32 Whatcom County recently 
received this note of gratitude 
from a mini-grant recipient... 

Dear WCSRA Board,
In December, you graciously awarded me 
a mini-grant of $200 to help me build my 
classroom library for my 5th grade students. 
Thank you so much for your generosity.  

their choice by reading a biography, and 
researching online. They each wrote a 
biographical essay, created timelines, and 
gathered mementos to represent their 
subject. They dressed as their subject, and 

Museum.” Families and 3rd and 4th grade 
students came to hear all about many 

5th grade tradition at Central Elementary. 
The students really enjoy this learning 
project.  Thank you again for helping make 
this possible by your support in purchasing 
the books for our classroom library.

With gratitude,
Nancy Button 
5th Grade Teacher, Central Elementary

Note:  Given the public health concerns caused by the coronavirus pandemic, most WSSRA units have been unable to meet 
-
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Unit 8 Kitsap County:  

Alan Burke

Patty Marz

Unit 27 Pierce County:

Bob Duke

SOUTHWEST-4
Unit 11 Lewis County:  

Mary Kidrick 
Celia Holman

Do-
ris Coble

Unit 12 Lower Columbia:  
Noel McRae 

Mary Lou Salberg

WSSRA Around The State

Secretary 

and wore masks while enjoying the view from 
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WSSRA Around The State

Sharon-Ewing-
Fix

Peggy 
Porter

Mary Anne Gennette 

Judy Higgens

Judy

Judy

Unit 28 Thurston County:

Bob Duke

Beginning on March 19, my granddaughter, Haelee, 
and I began sewing cloth face masks.  We want 
people to be safe and know that many cannot af-
ford to buy masks. 
We began with a stash of material I had on hand.  
We sew each Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.  

low, a sack with more shows up on my doorstep, 
plus thread and even paper lunch sacks to put them 

use to purchase elastic.
The masks are free. Each order goes in a sack with 

porch for the people to pick-up. In each bag, I put 

for the one who will wear it.  We all want this to 

Cards and notes of thanks are overwhelming. We 
average about 80 masks each week.  As of mid-July,  
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WSSRA Around The State

Unit 30 Southwest Wash-
ington (Vancouver):

Jeanie An-
derson Wa-
neta Filbin Mina 
Milligan Marty 
Erickson

Fran Person

EAST-5

Unit 34 Yakima Co.:

EAST-6
Unit 2 Chelan-Douglas:
See article on page 16.

Unit 4 Columbia Basin:

Wanda 
Harrison, Susan Hickok, 
Bev Shelton, Helen Preston, 
Gayle Talbot, Linda Bishop, 
Pat Simmons, Lanita Pome-
roy, Lois Palek,  Karen 
Schafer.

Unit 15 Okanogan: 

 was recently 

president, unit membership chair, scholarship com-

-

been the unit's Sunshine chairperson for the past 13 
years.   Thank you Evie!  
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WSSRA Around The State

EAST-8

Unit 1 Clarkston/Asotin/
Pomeroy:  

ADDRESS CHANGES
Please Notify:

Membership Coordinator:  
Michele Hunter

michele@wssra.org

Phone: 360-413-5496, ext 116

WSSRA, PO Box 5127 
Lacey WA  98509

 

Unit 29 Benton-Franklin:

Victoria Russell
Liz Fried-

rich Lew Edming
Ardith Eakin

Dottie Stevens



Ask a friend to join us
Washington State School Retirees’ Association

Dedicated to preserving, protecting and improving

The mission of WSSRA is to...

school retirees.
• propose legislation and legislative action that will enhance 

school retirees’ lives.
• provide the support necessary to strengthen local units of 

WSSRA.
• foster involvement by school retirees in educational and com-

munity activities and organizations.
• communicate to local units the activities and priorities of 

personnel.
• represent all present and future Washington state school 

Don’t delay – ask today

Vision

The Journal
Washington State School Retirees’ Association

PO Box 5127 • Lacey WA 98509

PAID

WSSRA will provide leadership
 and promote action relevant

to all retired and active school personnel.

Change Service Requested


